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Job Title: 
Engineer

Where do you work?
Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant, Xcel Energy in Monticello, MN

Where did you go for post-secondary education?
B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from University of Minnesota, Duluth

Why did you choose this field? When did you know?
I chose Mechanical Engineering because I’ve always loved math and 
physics. I also really like to problem solve. I first considered mechanical 
engineering while I was in high school after learning that my older cousin 
and aunt are mechanical engineers.  I looked up to these two women and 
they both encouraged me to go into the field.

What is your favorite part of your job?
My favorite part of my job is to go inside the plant and actually see the 
equipment that I’m evaluating every day.How would you describe 

what you do? 
My job is to make sure that the 
equipment at the plant is 
maintained in compliance with 
federal regulations.
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Helpful HS and MS courses that helped you 
prepare?
I took all of the math courses offered through 
Calculus I, Physics, Chemistry and Biology (any 
science-related courses that I could find). I also 
played violin in Orchestra throughout middle 
school and high school (music is a great way to 
help train your brain for math skills!)

Influential Monti teachers?
My most influential teachers were Mr. Stoick (Calc I) and 
Ms. Chu (Chemistry and Physics), as they did an excellent 
job preparing me for what to expect in college, and Mr. 
Miller (Orchestra), who taught me good life lessons beyond 
just music and always expected the best of me.

What activities were you involved in?
Co-captain of the soccer team, math team, track, National 
Honor Society, and orchestra

What advice do you have when it comes to job 
related skills?
 No matter what job you do, self-motivation and 
initiative is key. If you’ve completed your tasks for the 
day early, look for something else that needs to be 
done and do it without anyone needing to ask you to 
do it.
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